
Falls of the Ohio State Park Programs,  
2005 Events and Exhibits Summary 
 

Special Events 
 
Earth Day        April 16 (all day) 
Join us in celebrating the Earth. Many local organizations from the Greater Louisville 
community will be represented with information and activities. 
 
Sun Circle Celebration     June 17 & 18 (10:00 AM – 4:00PM) 
This park event is focused on Native American life. Try your hand at atl-atl throwing, 
check out the vendors with crafts and food. Enjoy native music, art, storytelling, and 
more!  
 
Ohio River Sweep      July9 (9:00 AM - 12:00 PM)  
We coordinate the Clark County effort as part of a multi-state program. Join us - and 
bring along some friends! We welcome scouts, schools and civic organizations to 
volunteer and help us clean up the riverbank.  
 
Falls Garden Fair      July 16 (11:00 AM – 2:00 PM) 

The state park is hosting its 2nd garden fair in partnership with organizations that 
maintain gardens around the Interpretive Center. The Daylily Society of Louisville, 
Sunnyside Master Gardeners and Kentuckiana Herb Society will each provide a program 
and information booth to help area gardeners. They will be available to answer questions 
about their gardens and plant selections at the park. Botanica Kentucky will be on hand to 
discuss their effort to establish a regional botanical garden. A plant sale and swap will be 
held as well, so bring your extra plants to trade! 

 
A Visit with George Rogers Clark    July 23 & 24 (9:00 AM – 4:00 PM) 
This event was organized to commemorate Delaware Indian Chief Buckongahelas' visit 
to George Rogers Clark nearly 200 years ago. Native American and settler camp with re-
enactors will be set up from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM on July 23 and 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM on 
July 24. Activities representing life in 1803 will be ongoing. This is an educational 
program and there will be no vendors. 
 
Canoe Hikes   August 6, 27, Sept. 10, Oct. 1 (9:30 AM – 12:00 PM) 
A pleasant way to discover wildlife and seldom-seen fossils is to paddle the falls area. 
Join the interpretive naturalists and see the park as few are able. Bring your own canoe, 
poke boat or kayak and your pfd (personal floatation device). A sack lunch or snack and 
camera are optional. Pre-register so we can contact you if river levels force us to cancel. 
There is a $5 program fee (per canoe, not per individual) that is payable on the day of the 
hike. Meet at the Interpretive Center parking lot at 9:00 AM.  
 
Archaeology Day     September 3 (9:30 AM - 4:00 PM in lobby)  



Join local archaeologists at the park for a day of hands-on activities. Participate in a mock 
dig, try your hand at using primitive tools. Bring in your artifacts for identification and 
learn how they were used by ancient people. A special exhibit will be set up in the lobby. 
Guest speaker at 2:00 PM. Sponsored by the Falls of the Ohio Archaeological Society. 
 
Falls Fossil Festival     September 17 (9:00 AM - 6:00 PM) - 18 (10:00 AM - 5:00 PM)  
Our largest event with vendors and food, children’s activities, Liter’s Quarry fossil dig, 
fascinating speakers, free resources, door prizes, special fossil bed hikes, and more! Free 
rock, mineral and fossil identification, so bring in your unknowns!. See the festival web 
site for details:  http://www.fallsoftheohio.org/fossil_festival.shtml Sponsored by the 
Clarksville Riverfront Foundation with additional support from the Kyana Geological 
Society, Kentucky Paleontological Society and Indiana Society for Paleontology. 
 
Raptor Day     October 15  (10:00 AM – 4:00 PM) 
Watch and learn about birds of prey. Two programs with live raptors are offered at 11:00 
AM and 2:00 PM. Area birding groups will be at the Interpretive Center to guide bird 
watching from the deck and answer questions. 
 
Clarksville Heritage Festival  October 22 - 23 10:00 (at the George Rogers Clark 
Home Site) 
Look for 1803 period re-enactors at the George Rogers Clark Home Site of the Falls of 
the Ohio State Park on Harrison Avenue. There are many activities for everyone to enjoy 
including period games, music and demonstrations. A detailed schedule of activities and 
events may be picked up from the Interpretive Center by the middle of the year or can be 
found at the park web site. Sponsored by the Clarksville Historical Society. 
 

Temporary Exhibits for 2005 
 

A Visit with George Rogers Clark  

Though March 13, 2005 
This exhibit focuses on a day in the life of George Rogers Clark while he lived in 
Clarksville between 1803 and 1809. The interior of his cabin will be "reconstructed" for 
this exhibit in the temporary gallery. Artifacts from the cabin (closed in the winter) will 
be displayed.  

Piercing the Darkness: The Wonder of Cave Photography  

March 26 - July 17 
Amazing underground images of renowned cave photographer Chris Anderson is the 
focus of this exhibition. Giant underground chambers, delicate cave speleothems, rushing 
streams, quiet subterranean lakes and cave life will be featured. Learn how some of these 
breath-taking images were made.  

Predators of the Sea: The History of Sharks 



July 29 – November 27  
When did sharks appear in the sea? Why are they so rare as fossils? Have they changed 
their shape and diet over 400 million years? How are teeth used to identify sharks? This 
exhibit will focus on the history of sharks with fossil and live specimens.   

 

Clarksville Riverfront Foundation Programs  
 
Summer Children's Program 

The Falls of the Ohio is a great place for kids to learn about science and history. Each 
week- long half-day program encourages children to discover fossils, nature, native 
people and local history, art, and more. Through a variety of projects and make-and-take 
activities, kids explore the Interpretive Center and fossil beds to discover the exciting 
world we live in! Some programs are coordinated through area schools and others are 
open to families. All programs are half-day, morning or afternoon. Dates: June 6 – 10, 
July 4 – 8, July 25 – 29 and August 1 - 5. Call 283-4999 for more information. Cost is 
$30 per child. 
 
Field Paleontology for Everyone   
July 13 - 15, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  
Limit 15 participants   
Learn about paleontology and rocks with the most “hands-on” approach possible. 
Collecting fossils in the field is combined with activities using those fossils to learn how 
paleontologists are able to reconstruct the past. Sites include the Falls of the Ohio (no 
collecting) and two field excursions to collecting Ordovician and Mississippian fossils. 
Note: Children under 18 must be accompanied by a parent / adult guardian. 
Cost is $25 per person. 
 
Young Paleontologist Camp 
July 19 - 21, from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Registration limit - 10 children 
Children ages 9 to 14 are invited to discover what being a paleontologist is all about. 
Includes several collecting trips - parent or guardian participation is required. Call for 
more information. 
Cost is $30 per child. 
 

Public Programs 
 
These programs are free with regular Interpretive Center admission.  
 
Introductory Geology Programs     
All at 2:00 PM in our library / classroom 
Offered by the members of the Kyana Geological Society, these programs will cover the 
basics to help you learn more about the world around us. Especially good for budding 
rock collectors age 10 and up.  
 



Schedule: 
January 15: Fossil Ferns of Kentuckiana (Charles Oldham) 
Feb. 19: Geodes (Sherry Lindle) 
Mar. 19: Why Are the Highlands High? (Barbara Conkin)   
 
Saturday History Programs  
Now in its fifth year, the last Saturday of each month at 2:00 PM in our auditorium, we 
show a different 20 - 40 minute video on our "big screen." The Ancient Kentucke 
Historical Association continues the series. A speaker will accompany each video to 
answer questions you might have. The program topic will be announced one month in 
advance.  
  
Hikes at Charlestown State Park 
Falls of the Ohio interpretive staff lead hikes on the trails at Charlestown State Park 
before their seasonal interpreter is hired. This year we have winter and spring hikes 
scheduled on the first Saturday of the month at 1:00 PM. 
 
February 5  Trail 2 
March 5 Trail 1 
April 2  Trail 3 
May 7  Trail 4 
 

Educator Workshops 
 
The Falls of the Ohio State Park strives to be a leader in educator workshops. We focus 
on geology and paleontology, environmental education and archaeology. In-service credit 
is available with most programs for Jefferson County Public School participants. Contact 
us for information on how our workshops can help improve your classroom instruction to 
Indiana or Kentucky science standards. 
 
Most teacher workshops are free, though some have books that should be purchased. Pre-
registration is required. 
 

Geology & Paleontology 
 
Field Paleontology Institute – Discovery Day  
June 14, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (limit 20)  
Participants will collect a variety of different types of Mississippian-age fossils in the 
morning. Afternoon time is used for identification. Shale can be used for in-class 
collecting activities. It is recommended (but not required) that participants take the three-
day Field Paleontology Institute. For in class fossil digs, bring a 5 gallon bucket and a 
small shovel.  
 
Building a Geology “Museum to Go” Trunk for Your Classroom 
June 16, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (limit 20) 



This brand new in-service will focus on creating a geology collection with activities for 
use in the classroom. Participants will each select ~100 rocks, minerals, fossils and shells 
from a very large collection donated for educational use. (Bring your own boxes to hold 
and old newspapers to wrap the specimens.) Session will include how to use and curate 
(take care of) the collection as well as how to get students involved in a classroom 
museum – a taste of a real museum career. 

 
Field Paleontology Institute   
June 21 - 23, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (limit 20)  
How do I get fossils for the classroom? Are there other ways to use fossils in activities 
for students? What are the best resources available? This three-day workshop combines 
collecting fossils in the field with activities using those fossils in the classroom. 
Participants take two excursions to collect Ordovician and Silurian/Devonian fossils 
(which you can keep) as well as explore the park’s fossil bed (where you can observe, but 
not collect). 
 
Project WILD 
June 24, 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM (limit 30) 
This is an interdisciplinary approach to teaching about wildlife. Experience interactive 
activities for all ages, both in the classroom and outdoors. 
 
Evolution – Investigating the Evidence 
July 11, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM (limit 30) (Costs $25) 
What is the evidence for evolution?  Why the controversies?  How can teachers present 
major evolutionary concepts in their classrooms in meaningful ways? Join us in a full-
day, hands-on workshop.  We will concentrate on what science is and is not, the 
importance of teaching evolution, and best teaching strategies.  The format will be a 
combination of informative sessions and discussions followed by activities presented by 
grade level. Content appropriate for grades 6 – 12. 
 
Kentucky Geological Survey on the Web 
Fossil Festival Workshop,  
September 17, 9:30 AM - 10:45 AM (limit 30)  
Learn how to use the extensive KGS web site in your classroom. Led by Kentucky 
Geological Survey geologist Steve Greb. 
 
Indiana Geological Survey on the Web  
Fossil Festival Workshop,  
September 17, 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM (limit 30)  
You will be guided through the IGS web site and learn about Indiana geology by Indiana 
Geological Survey geologist Jeff Kirby. 
 

Archaeology 
 
Project Archaeology   
June 30 - July 1, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  (limit 25)  



Like Project WILD, this national curriculum was developed to help the classroom teacher 
by providing interactive lessons that are fun and meaningful. The workshop begins with a 
brief background in the archaeology of the Ohio River region, presented by an 
archaeologist. Participants are invited to try out tools and games that ancient people used, 
such as the drill and atl-atl. Classroom activities center on archaeological techniques that 
allow us to learn how ancient people lived.  A Native American guest speaker shares 
insights on traditional culture and a personal view on archaeology. 12 hours of in-service 
credit for JCPS educators. Participants can obtain a copy of "Intrigue of the Past" for $10.  


